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more points putting us at 53. In May, we placed third in a very While I was waiting for the class to finish, some of the agility
large Open B class for five OTCH points. The next weekend, we  Airedale exhibitors came up to congratulate me on our OTCH.
had one of our better Utility runs. Instead of feehng like I was  Talk about the kiss of death! I calmly told them we had quali-
dragging a ten pound bowling ball around the ring with me, fied but needed the class to finish and see if we placed before
Spice was as light as a feather. She had a great time in the ring  we could claim the title. ‘
and looked very confident. I felt good about our run, but the Ruth Brader had no idea that we were so close to finish-
competition was tough. I was thrilled when our number was ing our OTCH and making breed history. I had mentioned
called for first place and ten more OTCH points. I finally felt to Nancy Withers that our placement in her class put us at 99
like the changes I had made were working. points. When the Open B qualifiers were called back into the
We did well at some other shows, but there were no points  ring, Nancy stopped judging the Utility A, class until place-
for the placements even though our scores were 198. In August, ments were done. When the class was placed, Spice and I won
we picked up 11 more points. We were up to 79 points now. the class with a 198.5 and 14 more OTCH points, taking us to -
September saw us NQ again in Utility. Not only had I let my 113 points. The crowd erupted with cheers and well wishes. In
criteria slip again, but I was starting to feel the pressure of addition to our OTCH, Spice was also HIT and HC.

T

knowing that ‘we had enough points that we could finish this It was a day I will never forget. You always think you will
title at any upcoming show. Spice wasn't the only one with a  be surrounded by your close training friends when you finish
focus problem now! such a special title. I hadn’t thought much about it, but having

We were entered at the Airedale National Specialty near  Spice finish her OTCH at one of the events that coincide with
Philadelphia the second weekend in October. I decided to  the famous Montgomery County Kennel Club terrier show was
begin the trip early and entered two trials near Pittsburgh, the truly special. To share this with so many Airedale lovers and to
weekend before our specialty. These were very nice trials hosted  have Spice’s breeder there was icing on the cake.
by the Westmoreland Co. OTC. We had a great weekend. On Someone asked me, “What do you do after you have an
Saturday, Spice won the OB class, placed fourth in UB and was ~ OTCHZ” In our case, we will continue to show at trials that
HIT with a 198.5. Sunday, Spice had another very nice Open B I enjoy attending: Our show schedule will not be as hectic as
run but was out of the ribbons with a 198. Her Utility Brun was it has been the past 16 months. We plan to attend the NOI in
lovely, one of her best, except for a missed down signal. It had  January. Hunter’s training has taken a back seat to Spice’s train-
been a great weekend, making new friends and reconnectmg ing schedule. He is such a neat dog. It's time he got a chance to
with some I hadn't seen in awhile. follow in her footsteps and teach me more about dog training.

We left Pittsburgh Monday morning with 85 OTCH points I am forever grateful to Judy Brown for breeding Spice. Judy
and headed east to Lionville, PA. I joined Judy Brown at the all ~ knew my goal was an OTCH when I picked Spice out and she
terrier agility trials, watched her run Chloe and Spice’s sister, never doubted that we would achieve it. My family has been
Charisma and worked the trials one day. Judy and I trained great. Thank you, Gary, Travis and Kurt, for being so under-
Tuesday and Wednesday evening; the sessions did not go well.  standing about my training and show schedule. I know you had
Spice could not do a straight go out to a stanchion to save her - no idea about what I wanted to accomplish, yet you supported.
soul! me in my endeavor. The friendships I have made while training

On Thursday, the Soft Coated Wheaton Terrier Club of and competing with Spice are pure gold. I am deeply indebted
America hosted an obedience trial open to all terrier breeds. It  to Elly Burke, Brenda Zielinski and Barbara Clark for all their
was a well organized event with plenty of room for crates and  help and support throughout this journey. The knowledge and

 three large rings. This was the largest obedience trial for terri- experience that you willingly shared with me was key to our
ers that I had ever attended. 118 terriers were entered with 135 success. You encouraged me to work harder when I was frus-
entries! ; trated, and helped me keep my feet on the ground during the

I was very nervous on Thursday. I knew that we could high times. We couldnt have done it without you! l ,
achieve our dream that day if we qualified and did well enough '
to place. We had to win the Utility B class and place in Open B
to finish. Nancy Withers judged Utility B. I remember talking
to Spice, between exercises. As we set up for signals, I told her, - ' o
“We really need to do these signals today” Her heeling was nice
and she cﬁd all her signals. Tﬁe moving stand was no problem PromOtC

.. we had qualified! When the class qualifiers were called into -

the ring, Spice and I were first with a 195.5. That win gave us O bed ience...

14 more OTCH points ... putting us at 99! Ruth Brader judged

Open B. Our run was very nice. I reminded Spice about her job l

to sit before we went in for the stays. I did not want to drive all 5 mic at HOU r
the way back to Kalamazoo with 99 points because she broke

her long sit! She held both positions and we qualified, but we nCXt Sl’]owl
still had to place third or better to finish our OTCH.
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